INTRODUCTION TO PLASTIC POLLUTION

Over the last 50 years, plastic products have become almost
irreplaceable in our lives and are used in huge quantities across the
world. 8% of the world’s crude oil is used for producing plastic in
thousands of different forms for human beings.

As this substance is very cheap and versatile around 50% of the

plastic items we produce are single use products and subsequently

get thrown away almost immediately. Plastics do not biodegrade, they
photodegrade; this involves plastic breaking down into smaller and
smaller pieces under the exposure of the sun’s ultraviolet rays but
never ceasing to exist in their most basic form. This means, with the
exception of the small amount that has been incinerated, virtually every
piece of plastic ever made still exists in some shape or form.
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PLASTIC POLLUTION FACTS
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NO OCEAN-ON EARTH IS UNAFFECTED BY PLASTIC POLLUTION

FIND OUT MORE AND GET INVOLVED!

Global Ocean is a London-based marine conservation charity
established in 2006. We focus on informing the public about
plastic pollution and marine debris, and teaching children
about the importance of a healthy ocean. Our objective is to
heighten public awareness about the plight of the seas and to
change the social attitude towards marine conservation.

To do this, Global Ocean aims to:

¢ Be the voice on plastic pollution in our oceans.

¢ Fund small projects with big impacts worldwide.
¢ Protect marine species and their habitats.

¢ Generate an affinity to the marine world, to encourage
individuals to positively contribute to marine stewardship.

¢ Highlight the importance of individual and collective
responsibility for our marine resources, to safeguard them
for future generations.

¢ Facilitate relationships between marine conservation bodies to
guarantee long-term sustainability of the oceans.

facebook.com/globalocean | twitter globalocean1 #PlasticPoison
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PLASTIC NOT FANTASTIC

THE STORY OF PLASTIC POLLUTION IN OUR OCEANS
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http://www.globalocean.org.uk
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https://twitter.com/GlobalOcean1
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HOW CAN WE HELP?

NEVER FLUSH
PLASTIC

USE REFILLABLE
DRINK BOTTLES

GLOBALOCEAN.ORG.UK
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BUY FOR LIFE
NOT PRICE
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CHANGE THE WAY BUY SECOND HAND
YOU SHOP .\_AND RECYCLED
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CHANGE THE WAY A A SAY NO TO SINGLE
YOU COOK , Nz USE PLASTICS

SIMPLE THINGS
WE CAN DO TO
MAKE OUR OCEANS
CLEANER

EDUCATE OTHERS
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