Water
[bookmark: _GoBack]Most houses did not have piped water. People had to get water from cisterns (underground container for the collection of rain water) , stand pipes, wells streams or rivers. The waste of the town polluted all of these. This meant that water-carried diseases like Cholera could easily spread. Sewage was a major problem as most homes were built without sewers. Usually the houses shared a privy, which might be built over a stream or, more likely, a cesspit. Since many cesspits were not lined, the sewage could seep into the water supply. As the pits were not regularly emptied they often overflowed, particularly in wet weather. They stank and were also a breeding ground for disease.
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