Year 5
Writing Task Week 3


This week, our writing will be inspired by the video, Mega City.


Once you have watched the video, I would like you to write a story, retelling the events of the video.


Remember, when we write extended pieces of writing in class, we write a short section each day, which builds up to create a longer piece of writing.

On our class page, I have uploaded 5 SPaG activities. You may want to do these at the beginning of your Writing session, like we would in class. 
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Step 1

Watch the first 5 seconds of the video. Think about the setting of the start of the story – where is it? What can you see? What can you hear?
In your book, create a mind map to gather your ideas and thoughts to describe the setting. Think about the vocabulary you could use to describe Mega City.


Mega City







You may want to use an online thesaurus - https://www.thesaurus.com/

Challenge – Personification

Personification is when a writer gives an object a human characteristic. 

For example - 
Lightning danced across the sky. 
To dance is a human characteristic. 

The buildings stood tall. 
The thunder roared through the sky.
The trains jogged past.


Once you have noted down your ideas, think about how you could transform that into 2 or 3 powerful sentences to start your story.




Here is my example -

It was dark. The colossal buildings stood tall, piercing the heavy, menacing clouds that hung forebodingly in the dense sky. All around, the rain thrashed and the thunder roared but neither drowned out the thunderous bustle of inner city sounds.

Step 2

Watch the first 15 seconds of the video. Think about the two characters we meet – James and his dog, Buster. Create a mind map to gather your ideas about each character. Try using an online thesaurus to up-level your expanded noun phrases. 
James
Buster









Now, continue your introductory paragraph by introducing both characters. 

Challenge - Alan Peat Sentences

‘So… Sentences’

He felt so…disappointed.

James retrieving his almost-empty hat at the end of the day was so…heartbreaking.

James couldn’t believe he finally had enough money. It was just so…astounding. 

Here is my example - 

It was dark. The colossal buildings stood tall, piercing the heavy, menacing clouds that hung forebodingly in the dense sky. All around, the rain thrashed and the thunder roared but neither drowned out the thunderous bustle of inner city sounds. Hidden behind the sea of black umbrellas, which were sheltering the faceless passersby from the heavy downpour, was a stranded figure. James, a young and hopeful soul, strummed his battered guitar, disheartened. To the passersby, who seemed to be unaware by his presence, James was silent, but to his best friend (who perched beside him) he was a rock star. Buster - his rugged, furry companion - picked up James’ hat obediently, showing it’s discouraging content. He felt so…defeated.  With yet another sigh of disappointment, James and Buster mounted an antiquated bike and fought their way through the busy crowd. 



Step 3

You’ve already written paragraph 1, now watch the rest of the video and write the rest of your story – I have split the video unto sections to help your structure your paragraphs. Remember to use your SPaG checklist. 




	
	Video timescales
	Key Ideas

	Paragraph 2
	22 seconds – 32 seconds
	· James and Buster arrive home
· James puts his money in the jar
· James dreams of the poster on his wall.

	Paragraph 3
	33 seconds – 40 seconds
	· The next morning…
· James and Buster go busking again

	Paragraph 4
	40 seconds – 53 seconds
	· James continues busking day after day
· He gets little money

	Paragraph 5
	54 seconds – 1 minute
	· James’ jar is finally full
· His dream has come true

	Paragraph 6
	1 minute – the end
	· James and Buster arrive at the meadow
· Describe the setting














Challenge - Alan Peat Sentences

Emotion – Consequence Sentences

Before the dash, you state the character’s emotion. After the dash you put an action that shows the characters emotion.

For example, when he doesn’t get enough money James feels disheartened. To show this, he sighed.

James was disheartened – he released an exasperated sigh.

Buster was frustrated – he let out a protective bark at the passersby, who seemed to be ignoring James. 

Have a look at my example (from paragraph 2) - 

Back at home and finally safe from the rain, James strode to the vent, where he kept his most precious belongings. With Buster by his side, her reached for the almost-empty jar of coins and added the miniscule amount he had managed to gather that day. James was disheartened – he released an exasperated sigh.  Lying back on his rock hard bed in his characterless, mundane room, James dreamed of things he thought he’d never have. 

The next morning, awoken by the sounds of the eye-piercing train, James awoke with slightly less hope than the day before. He returned to his stage and pulled out his guitar. The rain fell, like it had the day before. The crowd ignored him, like they had the day before. The coins were sparse, like they had been the day before. But James was determined. 

Day after day, James, accompanied by his musical assistant, rose with hope and strummed with dedication for he had a dream that he needed to reach. The darkness remained, the passersby by became no more appreciative yet still James continued to play. Little by little, his jar (that had once been so empty) began to fill. 

Days later, with a heart full of dreams and a jar full of coins, James finally had enough to fulfill his wish. Holding up his postcard (the postcard that he had spent months gazing at, admiring the scene that seemed so far from his every day life), James finally left the city. It had all been worth it!

James stood on the edge of a brand new life. Endless blue sky replaced the dense, black clouds; trees, that burst with life, replaced the lifeless skyscrapers; and the perfect silence replaced the over powering sounds of the city. It was beautiful! After months of battling, a satisfied smile stretched across James’ face. Buster, who as always was sat beside him, stretched out a reluctant paw, delving into the unknown. Unsure of his new surroundings, he edged forward cautiously. Almost immediately, Buster warmed to beauty before him and strode, confidently to explore further. Watching on, James – now content and full of life – let out a sigh of disbelief. James was finally home. 



I would love to see a copy of your work, you can email me at: hfletcher@cooperperry.staffs.sch.uk
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