
Year 5 Writing and Topic Task
Week 2


In our final week at school, we began learning about plastic pollution and the impact it has on our oceans. I would like you to broaden your understanding of this and use it to inspire this week’s piece of writing. 

Step 1
Firstly, I would like you to choose and focus on one animal that is affected by plastic pollution in the ocean. You can choose from – 
· Fish
· Sea turtles
· Dolphins
· Whales
· Seals
· Sea Birds
If you want to do some research before choosing, you may find this website useful - https://www.pegasusfoundation.org/the-effect-of-plastic-pollution-on-marine-life/.


Step 2
Once you have chosen your animal, I would like you to research all about that species. You may wish to present this in a spider diagram, an acrostic poem or using bullet points. You will need to consider their – 
· Habitat
· Diet
· Physical characteristics
· Survival needs
· Threats to species
· Unusual facts


Step 3
When you have gathered your research, I would like you to create a non-chronological report about that species. Your non-chronological report should  –

· Have a clear title referencing your chosen animals
· Be organised into clear paragraphs with a heading
· Have pictures – these could be printed or drawn
· Have a ‘did you know?’ box

Think about the non-chronological reports we have already done in year 5 – WW1 trenches and Amazonian animals – and think about how you can use these to inspire the presentation of your writing. You can display your work however you chose; it could be a PowerPoint or a one-page spread (similar to the ones we do at school). 

Resources that could help you  -
· A non-chronological report checklist
· Examples of non-chronological reports – Amazonian Animals 

Step 3
Now that you know all about your chosen animal, I would like you to research how that animal is affected by plastic pollution. You may want to use a spider diagram to record your ideas and research. 

Step 4
Now that you are an expert, I would like you to use your knowledge to take on the role of your chosen animal. Your task is to write a diary entry from the perspective of your animal to describe your day in the ocean surrounded by plastic. Use one of the pictures (uploaded onto the website) to inspire your writing. 

I have written an example diary from the perspective of a green sea turtle. I used this image as inspiration for my diary - 

[image: ]

Dear Diary, 

Well, today has been totally and utterly eye opening! I’m afraid to say that it could have been my last! Let me start from the very beginning…

I woke up in my tropical waters as normal and without hesitation set off on my first mission of the day… to find breakfast of course! Initially, I thought there was only sea grass and algae in my view, but then it hit my eyes like a tidal wave - a delicious, delightful, dreamy crab! Oh how I love a crab for breakfast! As you can imagine, I devoured it in seconds. It didn’t even touch my lips! Scrummy! 

Following my flavorsome breakfast, I thought it was only right that I do some exercise (as you know exercise is not my favourite thing to do). The ocean looked particularly empty today – no idea why! I was heading north when the light suddenly began to fade. I wasn’t sure what was going on? It was only lunchtime; I hadn’t been out for that long; it couldn’t have possibly been night time already. I soon realised that the lack of daylight was not down to the change in time; it was due to something covering the surface of the sea. It was covered. FULL. TO. BURSTING. Just thinking about it makes my anxiety come flooding back. My chest is tight, like it was back then. My breathing is slowing, like it was back then. My eyes start to lose sight, like they did back then. 

Knowing I had to act – and soon – I swam, swimming as fast as I could go, but it didn’t last long. Something covered me. It was all around me, everywhere, it was like I was trapped under a huge glacier unable to escape. My whole head was being smothered like a whale smothering the floor of the ocean. My vision was blurred. The pain and suffocating was unbearable. I couldn’t see a way out. With the last bit of energy that was left in my lungs, I swam as hard as I possibly could. I made it! The sun was back, shining through the surface of the sea. I glanced back, eyeing the scene that had caused so much misery. 

Wondering what had engulfed me, I swam around so that I could spectate from afar. A large, balloon-like material, that pulsated with the passing waves, was gliding – elegantly yet dauntingly – down towards the seabed. That was it! That had been the culprit that had almost cost me my life. Surrounding it, there were hundreds, thousands of pieces of what seemed like rubbish, floating unsuspectingly in the ocean. Where had they all come from? What were they doing here?

Making a quick escape, I swam far, far away and I made it to safety. Phew! I think it’s safe to say I will be swimming much more cautiously in the future. 

Take care diary (the world is a dangerous place). 
Green Sea Turtle 






Here is a breakdown of how you could structure your writing -

	Paragraph 1
	Introduction

	Paragraph 2
	[bookmark: _GoBack]The start of your day – think about what you know about your animal – what do they eat? What would they be doing?

	Paragraph 3
	Begin by explaining your day and then introduce your disaster e.g. seeing plastic in the ocean, becoming engulfed by a plastic bag, getting caught in a plastic ring etc

	Paragraph 4
	How did you respond to the disaster?

	Paragraph 5
	Your moving away from the scene of the disaster and looking at what happened – what can you see? How does it make you feel?

	Paragraph 6
	Conclusion





Step 5 (optional)
You may want to display your writing creatively. You could – 

· Use the outline of your animal and write the diary entry inside
· Use bordered paper (see web page) to write a final draft
· Type your diary entry
· Write onto a single or double page spread with picture/drawings

I would love to see a copy of your work, you can email me at: hfletcher@cooperperry.staffs.sch.uk


image1.jpeg





Yoar s Wl s Toi Tk
Vel

Firamiog iy ot vl el et}

st
T —
[

e e o el s
o A e S e

T

-

[ —
e

P ——
£ Bk e i i
B =t

ik s b s by b W1
e g Yo et T ook ok Por et
T R ek s o e 4

e s




