	
Stanley’s Letter to Mom
This is going to be your writing task for the next 4 days. If you want this piece to be assessed, I am more than happy to assess it for you – however it doesn’t have to be. If you do have access to word or email, you can type this piece (making sure that proofing is taken off). Then, you can send it to me via email – just pop in your email if you want it to be assessed or not. Lots of you might want it to be assessed to work on those objectives that you were missing last time. 

Firstly make a choice: 
1. Stanley writes to his mom to tell her how he is doing and what’s going on at Camp Green Lake. In the letter he doesn’t tell her the truth because he doesn’t want her to worry about him – so he tells lots of ‘white lies’. 
2. Stanley writes to his mom to tell her how horrendous Camp Green Lake is. You need to tell mom the truth about Camp Green Lake. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]

1. Prompts for discussion
What Camp Green Lake is like. LIE – very green and a huge lake to play in.
What ‘fun things’ he is doing there. LIE – don’t write that you have to dig holes!
What ‘lovely’ food he is having. LIE – loads of tasty food!
What the staff are like. LIE – all friendly?
What the other boys are like. LIE – all friendly. 
What the accommodation is like. LIE – luxurious!
How much he is enjoying himself! LIE – having a great time!
Ask about Dad and his inventions (include something about the sneakers). 

1. An example to help you (Expected)
Dear Mom, 
Today was my first day at camp and I’ve already made some friends. We’ve been out on the lake all day, so I’m pretty tired. Once I pass the swimming test, I’ll learn how to water-ski. I am thrilled. This camp is so much fun and it’s so beautiful. I especially love the lake: it shines like an emerald during the day and it’s so refreshing. I couldn’t wish for better. 
There are a lot of activities here at CGL, like water-skiing and swimming, rowing, snorkelling and many more. During free time, we can dig holes to look for little crabs. I found some today: they’re crazy creatures, in all different shades of orange. It hurts when they pinch, though. They get hold of your finger and just don’t let go. The best way to get rid of them is to hit them off with the shovel, don’t worry I know not to hurt them! 
Talking about crabs, we ate some for lunch with a delicious pink sauce. It was ketchup and mayonnaise, I expect, with avocadoes and shrimp. The avocadoes weren’t stringy. We could have as many helpings as we wanted, so I literally licked the plate. The cook was really nice to let me have thirds! But that’s just… normal. Everyone here at camp is like that: nice, understanding… they always make sure we have enough water and sunscreen. I wish the teachers in school were like the people here. It would be awesome! 
As I said above, I have made loads of friends. Their names are Theodore, Alan, Ricky, Hector and Rex. I think we’re a great team. From now on, I’m pretty sure we will do everything together.
Now, I must stop writing because it is long past my bedtime. I will now switch off my touch lamp and get into my king-size bed in my five-star hotel room. If it isn’t that, it sure is something like it! 
I love you, say hello to Dad and Grandpa for me, 
Stanley Yelnats IV xxxxx


2. Prompts for discussion
No Lake 
Digging holes (1st one)
4-minute shower 
Clothes 
Friends 
Warden
Mr Sir 
Mr Pendanski 
Wreck room
Clyde Livingston’s sneakers 
Lizards 
Heat 
Water

1. An example to help you (Greater Depth) 
Dear Mom, 
Can you believe it? I’m still alive! Even after living in this hell for a couple of days; I’m still alive. I can’t tell you how bad this place is, but I’ll try my best. It’s nowhere even close to what we thought it would be like, ‘Camp Fun & Games’. To begin with, despite the name, there is no lake anywhere in a hundred miles (around here)! It’s just a dry barren wasteland, and to make it worse, the place is crowded with huge holes that are dug by campers, scorpions, rattlesnakes and worst of all, yellow-spotted lizards. I know you’ve probably never heard of one, but they say that if one bites you, you won’t live much longer. The worst thing is that as the punishment, we have to dig holes in this heat, such a boring and exhausting job, there are a hundred and one more things to do instead of this. 
On my first day, I almost died of thirst and exhaustion, but somehow managed to survive. The food - if that’s what you call it - is really tasteless. The vegetables served were once green but now look really dead and stale; the food on my plate smells like sour milk! But as always, I never leave anything on my plate, so unwillingly, I have to eat up everything no matter how bad it tastes. Because of the scarcity of water, we are only allowed to have four minutes in the shower. The water is freezing so four minutes are quickly consumed in adjusting to the temperature. There is a bar of soap, but I never use it, which is just as well, because if I do, I will not have the time to rinse of the suds. However, after digging holes in the hot sun all day, it’s four minutes of heaven when cold water pours over my hot, sweaty and sore body, but still, even after the shower, I still feel really hot and extremely tired. We are all assigned different tents, and each tent has cots for the campers to sleep in. My cot was used by someone named ‘Barf Bag’ and it smells like sour milk!

REMEMBER THE MODELLED PARAGRAPHS ARE TO HELP YOU – PLEASE DON’T COPY THEM, IT IS MUCH MORE ENJOYABLE TO READ YOUR OWN WORK! 




Criteria
As you write your letter, highlight the objectives in the following colours below. Don’t worry if you don’t have access to the computer for word or crayons. 

	Write effectively for the purpose (either to put mom’s mind at ease or to encourage her to collect you) and audience (your teacher). 

Select language that shows good awareness of the reader 
	

	Subordinate and relative clauses
(GD – 2 sub in 1 sentence) 
Vary position beginning, embedded, end 
	

	New vocabulary 
Y5 and Y6 common exception words 
	

	Yellow - Range of KS2 punctuation (GD all P used correctly throughout 
. , ? ! 
( ) 
– 
Hyphens
;  (GD to mark independent clauses)
:  (GD to mark independent clauses)
… 
apostrophes for contraction and possession 
	

	Modal verbs and adverbs 
	

	Range of sentence openers (triple emotion, ‘ing’ openers)  
	

	Adverbials of time and place
	

	Passive voice 
	

	Verb tenses used correctly (simple, perfect, progressive)
	

	GD – use a variety of techniques that you have gained from a variety of authors
	




