


Geography – Y5 – Britain at War 

 



Pompeii

Pompeii was a Roman town in the south of Italy.  On

the 24th August 79AD, Mount Vesuvius erupted and 

buried it in volcanic ash and rock. Most of the people 

who lived there were killed. 

ESSENTIAL POMPEII VOCABULARY

excavated Remove earth to find buried remains.

preserved Keep something in its original state. 

volcano
A mountain with a crater through which 

lava and gas erupt.

eruption A sudden outburst, in this case of lava.

archaeology
The study of history through excavating 

sites and analysing objects.

magma
Extremely hot liquid and semi-liquid rock 

below the Earth’s crust.

eruption
When lava and gas are discharged from a 

volcanic vent.

active
Volcanoes with a recent history of 

eruptions.

tourist
A person who is visiting a place for 

pleasure or interest.

disaster A sudden accident or natural catastrophe.

lava
Hot, molten rock erupting from a 

volcano.

settlement
A place where people establish a 

community.

evacuate
Remove someone from a place or danger

to a safer place.

igneous Icon / symbol

summit The highest point or peak.

MAKING LINKS TO PREVIOUS LEARNING

GOLDEN VOCABULARY

Vikings
After invading, the Vikings created 

settlements to live in.

World War II
Children were evacuated from cities to 

keep them safe during WW2.

Rocks
Igneous rocks are when hot, molten 

rock solidifies. 

Mountains
The peak of a mountain is called the 

summit.

Days
before the 

24th

24th August 
(morning)

24th August 
(about 1pm)

24th August
(about 2pm)

24th August
(about 4pm)

25th August
(midnight)

25th August
(early 

morning)

25th August
(about 7am)

25th August
(about 8am)

Tremors

are felt in 

the area.

The first

eruption 

starts with a 

small 

explosion.

Vesuvius

erupts 

violently and a 

massive ash 

cloud is 

expelled.

Ash, rock and 

debris starts to 

fall on Pompeii.

Buildings begin 

to collapse 

from the 

weight of 

debris and 

people flee to 

the harbour. 

The 

volcanic 

cloud 

reaches 

30km and 

begins to 

fall to earth.

Mount 

Vesuvius

releases 

another surge 

of pyroclastic 

flow.

The cloud 

above Mount 

Vesuvius 

collapses again 

and there is a 

4th surge of 

rock and gas.

There are more 

surges which

bring more 

rock, gas and 

debris down 

onto Pompeii, 

covering it.

Earth’s 

crust

magma 

chamber

main vent

ash

ash cloud

lava flow

secondary cone

layers of ash and 

cooled lava

Pliny

A man called Pliny the Younger witnessed the 

eruption. He spoke to survivors about their 

experiences and wrote letters detailing what 

happened. This is how we know so much about it.

Aftermath of the Eruption

• About 20,000 inhabitants of Pompeii are believed to 

have died. They didn’t evacuate soon enough, and 

became stuck in the pyroclastic flow and clouds of 

volcanic ash.

• It was impossible to re-build Pompeii because the 

damage was too great.

• The city was preserved by the ash. This has helped the 

historians to understand what life was like in Pompeii 

at the time. 

What do we know about the Eruption?

• They started on the 24th of August and lasted about 24 

hours. 

• It occurred the day after the religious festival of Vulcan 

(the Roman god of fire) 

• The pyroclastic flow may have travelled down the 

volcano at about 450 miles an hour. 

• It is thought that the pyroclastic flow was about 999°C.

Pompeii Today

• Pompeii was discovered in 1748 by a surveying 

engineer.

• It is now a tourist destination with over 3 million 

visitors a year. It is one of the most visited 

archaeological sites in the world.

History – Y6 – Pompeii and the Eruption of Mount Vesuvius



 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

History - Y7 - The Tudors 

  

  

The Tudor Rose – created to 

symbolise the unification of the 

Houses of Lancaster and York. 

Henry VII 

1485-1509 

The first Tudor 
Monarch. He became 
king by Killing Richard 
III at the Battle of 
Bosworth. 

Henry VIII 

1509-1547 

Henry VIII is known for 
breaking away from the 
Catholic Church and 
creating his own. He also 
famously had 6 wives. 

Mary I 

1553-1558 
Mary was the daughter 
of Catherine and raised 
as a Catholic. She earned 
the nickname Bloody 
Mary partly because she 
had over 300 people 
burned at the stake. 

Elizabeth I 

1558-1603 

Elizabeth is famous for 
making England 
Protestant and defeating 
the Spanish Armada in 
1588. As she had no 
children, she is the last 
Tudor monarch. 

Edward VI 

1547-1553 

Edward was the son that 
Henry VIII really wanted. 
He became king at the 
age of 9 and died at the 
age of 15.  

The Wives 

Catherine of Aragon – Divorced 

Anne Boleyn – Beheaded 

Jane Seymour – Died 

Anne of Cleves – Divorced 

Catherine Howard – Beheaded 

Catherine Parr - Survived 

Why did England change Religion?  

 

Henry VIII was determined to have 
a son but Catherine of Aragon only 
gave him a daughter. Henry wanted 
a divorce but the Pope would not 
allow this. Henry thought if he 
could marry Anne Boleyn then he 
would finally get the male heir. 
Money also was a reason – Henry 
was fighting against the French – by 
selling the land owned by the 
church he could afford more 
soldiers.  
By taking control of the church, 
Henry thought he could improve 
the corruption, gambling and 
drinking! 

Tudor Timeline 

In 1588 King Phillip sent the Spanish Armada against England. The battle was a disaster for Spain but a famous victory for 
Queen Elizabeth. It was defeated because:  the English had faster ships, the English guns were better, the weather was 
against them and the use of fire ships. 

Key Vocabulary 

Pope Head of the Catholic Church 

Catholic A form of Christianity 

Protestant The new Church created when Henry VIII broke away from the Catholic Church 

Heir Next in line to be king or queen 

Monarch The ruling king or queen 

Armada A large gathering of ships 

 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https://society6.com/product/tudor-rose1507407_print&psig=AOvVaw0Pcg4p8md3AjN1k6qvEs6k&ust=1585393415324000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCIiFru7AuugCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAN
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https://sites.duke.edu/project_refeurope/england/mary-tudor/&psig=AOvVaw0wWFReTd0nXKtvfilb1Xaq&ust=1585394024089000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCNCgnJLDuugCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https://www.britannica.com/biography/Elizabeth-I&psig=AOvVaw1kgbM8tzFovua_ul0bWfFy&ust=1585394063100000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCNCVuqXDuugCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Vocabulary 
Slave A slave is a person under the control of someone else without a choice, forced to do 

work without being paid. 

Trade Triangle The movement of Goods between the 3 area; Europe, Africa and the Americas.  

Middle Passage The part of the passage where slaves were shipped away from their home continent 

of Africa to somewhere new in the Americas. 

Traditional Auction The slaves are bid on with an auctioneer controlling the asking price. The person 

who bids the most wins the auction and takes the slave home. 

Scramble Auction In a scramble auction, a price is agreed before people see the slaves. The people 

who have paid are all let into a room with the slaves at the same time and have to 

rush to find a slave that they want. 

Plantation A large estate where crops are grown, like a large farm with lots of people living on 

the land too. 

Underground Railroad A secret network of safe houses and routes that slaves could use to escape to 

freedom. 

 Abolish/Abolition To make something illegal. Slavery became illegal in Britain in 1807 but was still 

legal in the Empire until 1837. 

Key People  

Harriet Tubman Was a conductor on the underground railroad. She herself was an escaped slave who 

then made 13 missions to help other slaves escape. 

William Wilberforce Was a British politician who led the anti-slavery movement in Britain. 

Josiah Wedgwood A famous local potter and industrialist. Famous for creating an anti-slavery 

medallion with the quote ‘Am I not a man and a brother.’ 

History - Y8 - The Transatlantic Slave Trade 
  

  


